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HUNDREDS  PROTEST RELATED CO.'s SEIZURE OF
 POPULAR UPPER EAST SIDE PLAYGROUND TO BUILD
 40 STORY TOWER •  COMMUNITY  DEMANDS PROPERTY  BE TRANSFERED  BACK TO CITY AND DESIGNATED A CITY PARK
   

(New York – April 26, 2009)  City Council Member Daniel Garodnick, NY State Assembly Members Jonathan L. Bing and Micah Z. Kellner  today joined hundreds of children, parents, seniors, and community members in demanding that The Related Co. abandon plans to erect a 40 story building on a popular playground in a community that ranks dead last in the amount of  parks and open space in the entire city.  Participants also demanded the property be transferred back to the city and designated as a city park.

For more than 30 years Ruppert Playground, located btw. E. 92/93rd Sts. btw. 2nd/3rd Ave., has played a vital role in the lives of countless people.  In 1983 the City sold the land against the community's wishes to The Related Companies -  one of  the country’s most successful and politically connected developers. On June 30th, 2008, the 1983 Land Disposition Agreement between the Department of Housing Preservation & Development (HPD) and Carnegie Park Associates (The Related Companies) expired. The end of this agreement allowed Related Companies to develop the park. 

 "In a neighborhood that is starved for open space, it is very difficult to justify taking it away," said City Council Member Dan Garodnick.  "This park has been a fixture of the community for a generation, and we will review all our options for protecting it."

“As a neighborhood resident who literally lives up the street, I know well just how important this park is to the residents of Carnegie Hill and Yorkville,” Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney said in a statement.   “New York County is among the most densely populated in the nation, which is exactly why I am pleased to join with my neighbors in fighting to preserve this green and recreational open space.”
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The original 1968 Ruppert Urban Renewal Project Plan and subsequent revisions recognized that the severe lack of park and open space contributed to "unsatisfactory living  conditions"  in the neighborhood. It also attributed the community’s poor conditions to “inadequate recreational and community facilities.”  Although the Plan's objectives specifically set out to try to rectify these deficiencies by creating new parks and open spaces, the plan was deeply flawed as it fell significantly short in adequately addressing the community’s needs: it allocated  only one permanent and one ‘temporary’ park.   

Since the original Renewal Project Plan was created  in 1968, the need for parks and open space in the community has only grown worse. The flawed Plan did not adequately factor in future development in the area nor its impacts: since 1968, density has increased dramatically as numerous high-rise buildings have been built in the immediate area. The deal between HPD and Related Co. made during the Koch administration  to sell the land  thus clearly exacerbated this deficiency. It also severely undermined  any community efforts to acquire the site for use as dedicated parkland . The sale of the  land also destroyed  an important opportunity to help address this deficiency. 

 “The city sold the property to a developer and the city can negotiate a deal to get it back, ” said Geoffrey Croft, president of NYC Park Advocates. “This community board has the least amount of parks and open available. With more than 217,000 residents, it is also one of the densest.  The park must be preserved exclusively for park and recreational uses.” 

The community fought hard to get this park. Residents came together in the 70’s to remove rubble left over from the Ruppert Brewery in order to clear a space for children to play.  They attended meetings with city agencies to advocate for the creation of a proper park. Since that time, the community  has also attempted to get the property back in order  to protect the park.  So far its efforts have been unsuccessful. 

Allowing this heavily-used park to be developed will have a serious impact on the quality of life for tens of thousands of residents. The park's basketball, tennis courts, handball  courts, tot lot, and sitting areas service a wide variety of inter-generational and multi-ethic park users. 

The Plan was approved four decades ago. Much has changed since then. Allowing this vital public space to be developed  is inconsistent with  an important provision of the original intention of the Ruppert Urban Renewal Project Plan.  It is also  inconsistent with the needs of this community. 

NYC Park Advocates Inc. is a non-profit, non-partisan watchdog group dedicated to improving public parks, restoring public funding, increasing public recreation programs, expanding open space and accessibility, and achieving the equitable distribution of these vital services in New York City for all. We are the only non-profit park advocacy group dedicated to all City, State and Federal parkland in New York City. For more information please visit us at http://nycparkadvocates.org
